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Evidence Pack for options appraisal:

The following analysis looks at a range of specific areas that provide an insight into the 
characteristics of Melcombe Regis ward, its housing, health, crime levels, community 
satisfaction and the demographic profile of the area. 

Section 1 - Housing and Living Environment

1.0 Table 1 highlights the proportion of total housing1 in Weymouth & Portland which is located in 
Melcombe Regis. The data illustrates that just under one in eight residential properties in the 
Borough are located in the Ward.

Table 1

Melcombe Regis ward can be broken up into four smaller geographies ‘Lower Super Output Areas2’. 
The Lower Super Output Areas in Dorset have been named and the four that are within Melcombe 
Regis have been defined as: Melcombe Regis Lodmoor Hill, Melcombe Regis Park District, Melcombe 
Regis Carlton Road and Melcombe Regis Town Centre. Table 1a illustrates the number of residential 
properties in each of the areas and highlights more properties in the town centre (one in three).

Table 1a

1.1 Table 2 shows the very high proportion of privately rented property in the ward with almost half 
the homes in the area rented privately in comparison to 18% for the borough as a whole. Table 2 
and 2a illustrate the very high proportion of privately rented households in all four LSOAs (59.3% in 
Town Centre LSOA) and the corresponding low proportion of owner occupied and publicly rented 
property in the Ward itself (43.5% and 8.6% respectively). 

1 Ordnance Survey Address Base, Dorset County Council 2016
2 Lower Super Output Areas are census geographies with on average 1,500 population
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Table 2 Tenure for Melcombe Regis 20113

Table 2a Tenure for Melcombe Regis LSOAs 2011

1.2 Table 3 illustrates the change in the proportion of owner occupation in the Ward and across 
Weymouth and Portland, Dorset and England. The proportion of Owner occupied property in the 
Ward has historically been lower than that in the borough but did rise to almost 60% in the 1981 
census before falling down to 43% by 2011 (15 percentage points) decrease compared to the 
Borough which saw a slight increase over the same period.

Table 3 Variation of proportion of Owner Occupiers from 1971 to 20114 

3 ONS Census 2011- All Households are classified as properties with one usual resident and exclude empty 
properties (this data even with empty households added is 10% different to the 2016 address data – and is a 
reflection of the different data sources used)
4 ONS Census 2011, 2001, 1991, 1981 and 1971



3

1.3 Table 4 highlights the relatively low proportion of publically rented properties in the Ward. The 
proportion of properties has remained around 8% since 2001 after rising from 3% in 1981. This is 
very different to the Borough as a whole which has much higher proportions of social housing but 
has fallen from approximately 20% in 1971 and 1981.

Variation of proportion of Publically Rented from 1971 to 20115

Table 4

1.4 Table 5 illustrates the very significant proportion of properties in Melcombe Regis that have 
been rented privately over the period from 1971 to 2011. The proportion of properties in the private 
rented sector has risen by over ten percentage points since the Census in 2001, and has consistently 
been much higher than the Borough, County and country as a whole.

Variation of proportion of Privately Rented Properties from 1971 to 20116

Table 5

5 Ibid.
6 Ibid
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1.5 Table 6 highlights a number of characteristics in relation to the dwellings in the ward including a much higher proportion of purpose built flats and/or 
bed-sits than the comparators. This table doesn’t include Guest Houses and Bed & Breakfast properties that are classified separately as ‘other communal 
establishments’. Data from the Census 2011 indicates that there are 427 of these properties in Melcombe Regis which represents 64% of all these property 
types across the Weymouth & Portland borough. 

One in six properties in Melcombe Regis are either second homes or holiday homes or being used by very short term residents, being recorded as having 
‘no usual resident’. This figure is much higher than for Weymouth, Dorset and England and Wales. 

Table 6 Dwelling Type8

A household space with no usual residents may still be used by short-term residents, visitors who were present on census night, or a combination of short term residents and visitors. Vacant 
household spaces, and spaces that are used as second addresses, are also classified in census results as ‘household spaces with no usual residents’.

7 Ibid.
8 ONS Census 2011
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Table 6a considers the same characteristics across the four LSOAs in the Ward and highlights the very high proportion of flats in Melcombe Regis Town 
Centre LSOA (80%) and Lodmoor Hill LSOA (75%) and also the high proportion in Carlton Road LSOA (66%) and Park District LSOA (52%). Almost one in five 
of all properties in Melcombe Regis Town Centre are either second homes or holiday homes or being used by very short term residents (recorded in the 
census as having ‘no usual resident’).

Table 6a Dwelling Type
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Figure 1 illustrates where the highest number of flats that are part of a shared house or bed-sit are 
located across the Ward and LSOA. The map highlights the highest number are found in the Town 
Centre and the Park District. Data has been mapped by Census Output Area (the smallest census 
geography made up on average of 130 households). 

 Figure 1
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Figure 1a highlights areas with the highest numbers of private rental flats across Melcombe Regis 
based on data from the census and particularly highlights the town centre as an area with high 
numbers of privately rented flats. 
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1.6 Figure 2 highlights the location of Licensed Houses of Multiple Occupancy (HMOs) across the 
Ward. In order to require licensing, a building must be of three or more storeys and contain five or 
more people not in a single household sharing amenities. The map highlights the 30 HMO properties 
within the Ward that are licensed, plus other licensed HMOs within the surrounding wards. There 
are 48 licensed HMOs in the Borough9.

 Figure 2

9 Dorset Council Partnership 2016
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Table 7 highlights data from a survey10 conducted by the Borough Council. The survey which was 
limited to an external inspection of properties revealed a very high proportion of properties in the 
Town Centre area with three or more storeys (86%) and also a high proportion of buildings 
converted to flats (41%).  The proportion of three storey properties and converted flats was lower in 
the Park District area.  The data also highlights that one in four properties in the Town Centre 
require external decorative work.  

Table 7

1.7 In relation to housing condition, Melcombe Regis has a lower proportion of properties with 
central heating than Weymouth & Portland, Dorset and England. Approximately one in six 
households are overcrowded11 much higher than any of the comparators. The data in Table 8 and 
displayed in Figure 3 also highlights a high proportion of pensioners living alone in the ward. 

Table 8 – Housing Living Indicator12

10 Borough council survey for HMOs conducted 2016/17

11 Having fewer bedrooms than the notional number recommended by the bedroom standard section 324 
(definition of overcrowding) of the Housing Act 1985.

12 ONS Census 2011
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Figure 3

1.8 Table 9 illustrates activity by the Borough Council Housing Department in response to service 
requests from residents concerned by their living conditions. The data illustrates a high proportion 
of enquiries in 2016 (33%) and complaints (43%) arising from within Melcombe Regis. The table also 
shows that in 2016 40% of the formally recorded Cat 1 hazards13 removed were from Melcombe 
Regis. 

Table 9

13 Category 1 Hazards are defined by the Housing Act 2004.
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1.9 Another important issue in relation to housing conditions is fuel poverty. A household is 
considered fuel poor if (1) their required fuel costs are above average, and (2) if they were to spend 
that amount, they would be left with a residual income below the official poverty line14. Fuel poverty 
in Dorset and Weymouth and Portland is in line with the national average, however there are several 
places with high incidences of fuel poverty. The Park District, Melcombe Regis, is the most notable, 
in spite of a focus on improving housing in the area in the past few years. Table 10 illustrates Fuel 
Poverty Statistics from the ONS in 2014 and highlights the very high proportion of properties in the 
Park District suffering from Fuel Poverty.

Table 10

1.10 House Price and Rental data

Like the rest of the country, property prices have fluctuated somewhat since the world economic 
crisis in 2008. Average prices paid for flats and maisonettes in Melcombe Regis currently sit at just 
over £160,00015 (Figure 4) which is virtually identical to the figure for Weymouth and Portland and 
£25,000 lower than the figure for Dorset.

14 Fuel Poverty Briefing Note Dorset County Council 2017

15 HM Land Registry 2016
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Figure 4

Rental prices16  (Figure 5) for cheaper  one and two bedroom properties in Melcombe Regis indicate 
that for one bedroom properties Melcombe Regis monthly rental prices are 10% lower than for 
Weymouth and Portland as a whole. The price for cheaper two bedroom properties is currently the 
same as for the Borough as a whole. 

Rental prices in Weymouth for cheaper one bedroom properties has risen from £400 per month in 
2007 to £465 in 2017 and the price of two bedroom cheaper properties has increased from £500 in 
2007  to £625 in 2017.

Figure 5

16 Online Estate and Letting Agents Survey 2007, 2011 and 2017
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1.11 Demand for Social Housing / Supported Homes

Figure 6 illustrates applications to the housing register in Weymouth and Portland17 and highlights 
the relatively high proportion (28%) of applicants for one bedroom properties in Weymouth & 
Portland from applicants currently residing in Melcombe Regis Ward. This compares to lower overall 
demand for two, three, four and five bedroom properties more likely to accommodate families.

Figure 6
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Data from Weymouth and Portland Borough Council indicates that between 1/4/2016 and 28/2 
2017 there were 10518 decisions made on homelessness applications in the Borough of which 17 
(16%) of them showed the applicants last address as being within Melcombe Regis.  As an outcome 
of the decisions, 109 households are accommodated in temporary accommodation in Weymouth of 
which 71 (77%) are within Melcombe Regis. West Dorset District Council also placed 17 households 
in B&B in Melcombe Regis during the period.  

In addition, the County Council and their partners provide assistance in placing vulnerable adults in 
temporary accommodation. Currently there are 100 residential units in Melcombe Regis providing 
accommodation for approximately 120 residents.19 This short term accommodation provides 
support for residents with learning difficulties, mental health issues and single homeless with 
support needs. There are also a number of properties that offer temporary offender accommodation 
and that are not included in the properties described above.

17 Dorset Council Partnership 2017
18 Ibid.
19 Dorset County Council 2017
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2.0 Demographic Profile 

2.1 Melcombe Regis has a younger age profile than for Dorset and Weymouth and Portland as a 
whole. The median age for the Ward is 42 years old compared to 44 for Weymouth & Portland and 
47 for the County20. The average age however is still slightly higher than for England and Wales 
which is 39 years old.

Figure 7 illustrates the age breakdown within the Ward and compares it with local and national 
comparators, and highlights a high proportion of residents aged between 20 and 39 particularly 
when compared to Weymouth and Portland and Dorset21.

20 ONS Census 2011
21 ONS Mid-Year Estimates 2015
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Age Breakdown – Mid Year Estimates 2015

Figure 7
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2.2 Figure 8 clearly illustrates a higher proportion of Males 57% to Females 43% in the 25 to 39 age bracket within the ward of Melcombe Regis22. This is 
atypical for Dorset and contrasts significantly with the population pyramid for Weymouth & Portland which has a much more proportional split between 
the genders. The gender division is, however, typical of a deprived seaside area and is similar to areas such as Hastings and Boscombe.

Figure 8

Melcombe Regis Weymouth & Portland

2.3 Historical Trends in Age Breakdown
22 ONS Census 2011
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Figure 9 highlights the changes in the age profile of the Ward since 199123. The data shows the higher proportion of young children in Melcombe Regis in 
2015 when compared to previous years. The data also illustrates a slightly higher proportion of people aged 55 to 74. There has also been a fall in those 
aged between 20 and 29 since 1991 where this age group was the most significant proportion of the population. 

Figure 9

% 0 to 4 % 5 to 9 % 10 to 
14

% 15 to 
19 

% 20 to 
24 

% 25 to 
29

% 30 to 
34

% 35 to 
39

% 40 to 
44

% 45 to 
49

% 50 to 
54

% 55 to 
59

% 60 to 
64

% 65 to 
69

% 70 to 
74

% 75 to 
79

% 80 to 
84

% 85 to 
89

90+ %
0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

1991 2001 2011 2015

Age Profile Change since 1991 to 2015

five year age groups

%
 o

f p
op

ul
at

io
n

23 ONS Census 1991, 2001, 2011 and ONS MYE 2015
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Tables 11 and 11a illustrate the current population and the total increase in population within 
Melcombe Regis since 200124 and compare this with the Borough as a whole and the County. The 
data highlights a rise in the Melcombe Regis population from 5,510 in 2001 to 6,068 in 2015 which 
reflects an increase of 10%. This figure is much higher than for the Borough (2%) and slightly higher 
than Dorset County (8%).

Table 11

Table 11a

2.4 Ethnicity in Melcombe Regis

Data from the Census in 2011 shows the ethnicity data for the Melcombe Regis area in comparison 
with ethnicity figures for Weymouth & Portland, Dorset, Dorset, Bournemouth and Poole; and 
England & Wales. The data (Table 12) illustrates that the proportion of the BME population (Black 
and Minority Ethnic) in Melcombe Regis is significantly higher than for both the Borough and the 
County but much less than for England and Wales. ‘White British’ make up 88.7% of the population 
of the area in comparison to 80.5% for England and Wales and 91.9% for Bournemouth Dorset & 
Poole25.

The BME Category ‘Other White’ represents 54% of Melcombe Regis’s BME population. Other 
significant ethnic groups include Asian/Asian British which make up one in five of the BME 
Population and Mixed Multiple Ethnic Groups which comprise one in eight of the BME population.

24 ONS 2001, 2011 and 2015
25 ONS Census 2011
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Table 12

Data from previous Censuses26 (Table 13 and Figure 10) indicate a significant increase in BME Groups 
from 1.5% in 1991 to 11.3% in 2011. The most dramatic increase occurred between 2001 and 2011 
and reflects an increase in residents from the Accession EU countries which occurred in 2004 and 
2007.

Table 13

26 ONS Census 1991, 2001 and 2011
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Figure 10
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3.0 Income and Deprivation

3.1 Income

Experimental data from ONS27 (Figure 11) puts the average annual household income in Melcombe 
Regis and Rodwell as £30,680 which is much lower than for Dorset as a whole which is £37,257 and 
Weymouth and Portland which is £34,551. The figure for England and Wales is £39,500.

Figure 11

27 ONS 2016 Small area model-based income estimates, England and Wales: financial year ending 2014 
Experimental statistics are not National Statistics but are statistics which are undergoing evaluation with a 
view to their becoming National Statistics.
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Based on modelled data from Experian Mosaic,28 the average annual household income per 
postcode is illustrated in the map in figure 12 below. This gives a better indication of likely 
distribution of household income across the ward. It should be borne in mind that all the income 
data and the Experian data is modelled and is an estimate and should be treated with a degree of 
caution and used as a guide only.

Figure 12

28 Experian Mosaic 2014
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3.2 Benefit Data

The chart (Figure 13) below illustrates relatively low levels of residents claiming Job Seekers 
Allowance29. The proportion has fallen from just over 3% in March 2015 to just below 2% in July 
2016. 

These figures are certainly affected by seasonal trends that highlight a fall in those claiming Job 
Seekers Allowance during the summer months when more jobs are available throughout the holiday 
season. The data also illustrates that the proportion of the population claiming job seekers 
allowance is consistently higher in the Ward than for the borough as a whole.

3.2.1 Job Seekers Allowance

Figure 13

3.2.2 Employment Support Allowance30

Whilst Job Seekers Allowance has fallen slightly, the proportion of people claiming Employment 
Support Allowance has risen significantly in Melcombe Regis from 2.1% in May 2009 to 16.1% in May 
2015. This suggests that one in six of the working age population are unable to work due to illness or 
disability. The rise in Employment Support Allowance reflects similar rises across the County and in 
the country. However, the levels are much higher in Melcombe Regis (Table 14 and Figure 14).

Table 14
29 Which looks at those people who are unemployed but actively seeking employment (ONS 2016)
30 Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) is a benefit for people who are unable to work due to illness or 
disability. ONS 2016.
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Figure 14

Figure 15 illustrates the latest Employment Support Allowance data for August 201631 and highlights 
that two-thirds of those claiming ESA have mental health related illness that prevents them from 
working.

31 ONS 2017
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Figure 15

3.2.3 Pension Credits

Employment Support Allowance and Job Seekers Allowance look at benefits for those of working 
age. If benefits for pensioners are considered, then Figure 16 illustrates that the proportion of older 
people in receipt of Pension Credit32 (paid to low income pensioners) has fallen in Melcombe Regis 
from 24% in 2009 to 19% in 2015. However, this is still significantly higher than for Weymouth and 
Portland, Dorset and England and Wales and shows that one in five of those aged 60 and over in 
Melcombe Regis are on low income. 

Figure 16

32 ONS 2016
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Table 15 highlights the high proportion of Housing Benefit Recipients living in Melcombe Regis (29%) 
in 2017 which compares to approximately 9% of the Borough’s population that live in the Ward. It 
also indicates that almost 50% of all the properties with three or more Housing Benefit Recipients 
are within Melcombe Regis. The data also illustrates that there are 72 properties in the ward that 
are classed as long term empty for Council Tax purposes which represents 30% of such properties 
within the borough.

Table 15

3.3 Deprivation 

Melcombe Regis ward is one of the most deprived areas in Dorset. The national measure for 
deprivation measured at a local level is the Indices of Deprivation 201533. This looks at deprivation at 
Lower Super Output Area (average of 1,500 residents). There are 32,844 LSOAs in England, 249 in 
Dorset and 452 in Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole. 

33 Indices of Deprivation 2015, DCLG
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There are four LSOAs in Melcombe Regis: Melcombe Regis Town Centre, Melcombe Regis Park 
District, Melcombe Regis Carlton Road and Melcombe Regis Lodmoor Hill. Three of these areas 
(Cartlton Road, Park Centre and Town Centre) are in the top ten most deprived in the County and 
the top 20% most deprived nationally. Table 16 illustrates the areas in Dorset including 
Bournemouth and Poole that are within the top 20% most deprived nationally for deprivation. The 
data highlights levels of deprivation that exist particularly in the Melcombe Regis and Boscombe 
area. More information on deprivation can be found in the appended report: Appendix1 ID2015 
Report.

Table 16

4.0 Crime Data

Melcombe Regis has higher recorded levels of anti-social behaviour than any other ward in Dorset 
County Council’s authority area. Total crime is also very high in the Ward with a figure of 528.2 
crimes per 1,000 population compared to 122.6 for Weymouth and 103.7 for England and Wales34. 

High crime rates can often be exacerbated by comparatively small resident population figures in an 
area, although the population of Melcombe Regis is actually larger in comparison to most other 

34 www.ukcrimestats.com
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wards in Dorset, (2015 population figures show that Melcombe Regis was the 14th most populous 
ward in the County, with 6,070 residents). However, the high crime rate is undoubtedly a reflection 
of the varied physical make-up and dynamic of the Ward – at least in part. Melcombe Regis contains 
both the commercial core of Weymouth, an extensive night-time economy, high proportions of 
transient rental residents and a predominantly younger demographic. The Ward also covers the 
main built-up part of the Esplanade and beach front area. 

These varied characteristics present greater opportunities for the committal of a wider range and 
higher volume of crimes, certainly in comparison to wards that are predominantly residential in 
character. 

A compact town centre is characterised by a peninsula land form, surrounded on three sides by 
water. With the railway station a key landmark in the north, the western, southern and eastern 
edges of the town centre all have a waterside. Within the town centre, there is well-connected 
network of streets, focused around a central spine connecting the station with the Town Bridge that 
comprises Park Street and St Thomas Street. The peninsula form is significant in that the town centre 
requires bridge crossings to connect it with the surrounding area. These are the Westham Bridge, 
Town Bridge and the A354 Bridge. These bridges have a bearing on the after dark experience in that 
it concentrates pedestrian movement onto just a few key routes as people make their way back 
home to the nearby residential areas (Figure 17). This has implications for noise and 
other disturbances35.

Figure 17

35 After dark consultation report - Weymouth & Portland Borough Council 2010
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It has been possible to undertake a limited analysis of Melcombe Regis offender data. This illustrates 
that between 2014 and 2016 there were just under 1,600 criminal incidents across Dorset County 
where the suspect lived in Melcombe Regis36 (this could, of course, include repeat offenders). 
Analysis of the data also indicates that over this period there were 500 criminal incidents37 reported 
in postcodes where HMOs38 operate and just over 1,000 crimes39 in postcodes that have properties 
that have been designated by the police as ‘Welfare Check Addresses’40. 

These Welfare Check Addresses fall into just eleven postcodes across Melcombe Regis, but the 
incidents that have occurred in these areas represent a huge number of crimes (one in five, 22%, of 
all crimes committed in Melcombe Regis). It is important to clarify that the crimes have not 
necessarily occurred at the welfare address or HMO but within the same postcode. Probation 
statistics also show that a disproportionately high share of the overall number of offenders in the 
Dorset County area are attributable to Weymouth & Portland. During the period Jul 2012-Jun 2013, 
approximately 25% of all offenders in the Dorset County offending caseload (247 individuals in total) 
were drawn from the DT4 postcode district (which covers much of the urban area of Weymouth 
south of Radipole, and Portland). This is a noticeably higher proportion than the share of the adult 
resident population of Dorset – those aged 18 and over – attributable to the Weymouth & Portland 
local authority area (just under 16% of the total)41.

Figure 18 illustrates crime within the ward of Melcombe Regis or where a resident of Melcombe 
Regis has been identified as a suspect42. 

The data shows a rise in total crime within the ward since 2014 (45% increase) and a fluctuation in 
the levels of anti-social behaviour. Crimes committed in postcodes with Houses of Multiple 
Occupancy43 (HMOs) have also increased (almost doubling since 2014). There has also been a 
significant increase in crimes reported in postcodes that are known to accommodate Welfare Check 
Addresses44 from approximately 370 in 2014 to just over 1,150 in 201645.

36 Dorset Police Analysis, 2017
37 Ibid.
38 Data on location of HMOs provided to Dorset Police by WPBC Housing based on an external survey (this is a 
guide only)
39 Ibid.
40 Classified as properties where Dorset Police undertake a welfare check where they believe the resident or 
residents are vulnerable to criminal activity
41 Dorset Community Safety Partnership, Nov. 2013
42 Dorset Police Analysis, 2017
43 Please note these crime occur in the same postcode rather than necessarily at the property (HMOs)
44 Please note these crime occur in the same postcode rather than necessarily at the property (Welfare Check)

45 Dorset Police Analysis, 2017
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Figure 18

Figure 18a illustrates the very high proportion of total crime and anti-social behaviour in the town 
centre.

Figure 18a
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Figure 19 highlights the rate of anti-social behaviour and total crime compared to the Borough, 
County and National figures46.

Figure 19
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4.1 When compared with other similar seaside towns across the UK, Melcombe Regis (Table 17 and 
Figure 20) shows higher levels of both anti-social behaviour and total crime47.

Table 17

Figure 20
46 Dorset Community Safety Partnership 2017
47 www.ukcrimestats.com

http://www.ukcrimestats.com/
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4.2 Figure 21 looks at the proportion by ward of anti-social behaviour incidents in the Borough and 
compares this with the proportion of all privately rented homes in Weymouth & Portland by ward. 
The data48 illustrates the very high proportion of both privately rented properties and anti-social 
behaviour incidents in Melcombe Regis.

Figure 21

48 ONS Census 2011 and www.ukcrimestats.com
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4.2.1. Figure 22 looks at the proportion by LSOA of anti-social behaviour incidents in Melcombe 
Regis and compares this with the proportion of all privately rented homes in the Ward. The data49 
illustrates the high proportion of both privately rented properties and anti-social behaviour incidents 
in Melcombe Regis Town Centre.

Figure 22

4.3 Anti-social behaviour incidents are broken down into three constuent parts for recording 
purposes: Environmental, Nuisance and Personal. 

Environmental anti-social behaviour is classified as Graffiti, Vandalism and Environmental Offences - 
including litter, fly-posting and dog fouling.

Nuisance anti-social behaviour is by far the most common form of anti-social behaviour in general 
and involves disputes with neighbours over noise.  It also includes ´other noise´ category: which can 
include construction noise, music from pubs and barking dogs. Another common complaint involves 
issues of people on the streets causing disorder, often alcohol related.  Within this category are also: 
gangs, drugs and vehicle nuisance.

Personal anti-social behaviour covers a wide range of behaviour that is directed at a particular 
person such a violence, intimidation and hoax calls.

The data for 2015/16 illustrates that 84%50 (Figure 23) of the anti-social behaviour incidents 
recorded in Melcombe Regis are classified as nuisance types. This is approximately 10% higher than 
for Weymouth and the County as a whole. 

49 ONS Census 2011 and www.ukcrimestats.com
50 Dorset Community Safety and Dorset Police 2017
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Figure 23
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Figure 24 compares the proportion of pubs, clubs, bars and late night restaurants51 in Weymouth 
and Portland wards with anti-social behaviour incidents across Weymouth and Portland. The data 
illustrates a very high proportion of both of these in Melcombe Regis Ward.

Figure 24
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51 Calculated from OS Address Base data 2017 with tertiary classification: Pubs, Clubs, Bars and Restaurants 
discounting cafes and take aways not selling alcohol.
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Figure 25 illustrates the data provided at a smaller geography – Lower Super Output Area level 
across Melcombe Regis and compares the density of these late night establishments with anti-social 
behaviour incidents across the ward52.

Figure 25

The data highlights the very high proportion of both pubs, clubs, bars and restaurants and anti-social 
behaviour within Melcombe Regis Town Centre particularly when compared to the rest of the ward.

4.4 Figures 26 and 27 look at the distribution of anti-social behaviour and total crime across 
Melcombe Regis ward53 and highlight which areas of the Ward see most incidents of crime and anti-
social behaviour.

52 Ibid.
53 Dorset Police Crime Data via www.ukcrimestats.com
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Figure 26
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Figure 27

5.0 Health Data
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5.1 Overall Health

Figure 28 indicates the higher levels of poor overall health in Melcombe Regis54. One in four 
residents (25%) have a limiting long term illness in Melcombe Regis, compared to 18% for England 
and 22% in Weymouth and Portland, and 8% rate their health as being bad or very bad. This is more 
significant when the relatively young age profile of the ward is also considered.

Figure 28
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5.2 Life expectancy at birth55 in Melcombe Regis (Table 18 and Figure 29) for Males is eight years less 
than for Dorset as a whole and five years less than for Weymouth & Portland56 and six years less 
than for England. Life Expectancy levels for Females are again lower, but not as significantly as for 
Males. 

Table 18

54 ONS Census 2011
55 Life expectancy at birth is defined as the average number of years that a new-born could expect to live if he 
or she were to pass through life subject to the age-specific mortality rates of a given period.(United Nations 
Population Division)
56 Local Health.org Public Health England 2016
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Figure 29
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5.3 Figure 30 illustrates the prevalence of Asthma for patients and the data shows it is slightly higher 
in the GP Surgeries that serve Melcombe Regis when compared to Dorset and England as a whole57.

Figure 30
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Data is available at a local level for the percentage of births to teenage mothers and the percentage 
of binge drinking adults in the resident population. The data for Melcombe Regis indicates no 
significant differences in the results for the ward when compared to national data58.

57 National General Practice Profiles – Public Health England 2016/17
58 Localhealth.org – Public Health England 2016/17
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5.4 Smoking

The data from the GP Surgeries59 in Melcombe Regis (Figure 31) indicates that smoking prevalence is 
significantly higher in one of the surgeries and slightly higher in the other two than for England as a 
whole and higher in all the surgeries than for Dorset generally.

Figure 31
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6.0 Resident Satisfaction and priorities

6.1 In 2008, residents of Dorset including those in Melcombe Regis took part in a ‘Place Survey’ to 
gather benchmark data on levels of satisfaction, priorities and issues (Table 19).

The data for Melcombe Regis indicated that affordable decent housing, levels of crime and clean 
streets were the top priorities for residents in the area. The data also indicates a high proportion of 
residents in the area concerned about anti-social behaviour (the last five questions).

Table 19

59 National General Practice Profiles – Public Health England 2016/17
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Place Survey Question Melcombe 
Regis

Borough Rank60

Percentage of respondents satisfied with their 
local area as a place to live?

82% 85% 10

Percentage of respondents that feel they 
belong to their neighbourhood?

51% 60% 12

Percentage of respondents who think public 
services in their area are working to make the 
area safer?

70% 69% 7

Percentage of respondents who feel that they 
can influence decisions affecting their local 
area?

30% 25% 5

Percentage of respondents who agree that 
their area is a place where people from 
different backgrounds get on well together?

77% 77% 6

Percentage of respondents who think there is a 
problem with people not treating each other 
with respect and consideration in their local 
area?

43% 29% 13

Percentage of respondents that feel safe when 
outside in their local area after dark?

40% 56% 14

Percentage of respondents who agree that the 
police and other local public services seek 
people's views about anti-social behaviour and 
crime issues in their local area?

27% 27% 6

Percentage of respondents who agree that the 
police and other local public services are 
successfully dealing with anti-social behaviour 
and crime issues in their local area?

39% 30% 2

Percentage of respondents who feel there is a problem with the following, in their local 
area?
Teenagers Hanging around streets 60% 42% 13
Rubbish or litter lying around 47% 35% 12
Vandalism, graffiti and other deliberate 
damage to property or vehicles

46% 31% 12

People using or dealing drugs 66% 32% 15
People being drunk or rowdy in public places 69% 35% 15

Worse than borough average within 10% of borough average better than borough average

7.0 In Summary

60 The individual wards are ranked from 1 to 15 with the highest (most satisfied residents) ranked 1 and the 
least ranked 15.
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7.1 Housing & Living Environment

In terms of housing, Melcombe Regis ward is substantially different to many of the wards in Dorset; 
with a significantly high proportion of private rental stock. Not only is this the case when compared 
to the local Weymouth and Portland average but also in comparison to the national figure. The Ward 
has a very high level of bedsits and flats (70%). There are 30 licensed HMOs in Melcombe Regis most 
of which are within the three LSOAs outside the town centre. One bedroom flats are cheaper to rent 
in the Ward than elsewhere in the Borough. The condition of housing in Melcombe Regis is poorer 
than the rest of the Borough with one in six households in the Ward classified as overcrowded and 
the proportion with central heating in the Ward is lower than the Borough and the County. In 
addition one in three of all enquiries to the Housing Department come from properties in Melcombe 
Regis.

The Ward is also an area where there are high levels of supported temporary housing offered to 
vulnerable adults by partner organisations with 100 residential units providing accommodation for 
120 residents. The Ward is also known to host temporary accommodation for probation services, 
although details of that provision are not available.

7.2 Population and Health

The overall demographic profile for the Ward highlights a younger age profile when compared to the 
Borough and the County but slightly older than the national average. Melcombe Regis has a 
significantly greater proportion of males than females in the 25 to 39 age group. There is also a 
higher proportion of young children (under 10) in the Ward compared to the Borough and County as 
a whole. 

There is a higher number of residents from Black and Minority Ethnic Groups in Melcombe Regis 
than for Weymouth as a whole. The highest proportion of these is classified as White Other. 

Poor levels of health have seen a very high proportion of the working age population claiming 
Employment Support Allowance. Life expectancy is significantly lower in Melcombe Regis than 
elsewhere in Weymouth and particularly so for males.

7.3 Deprivation 

Much of the Ward is within the top 20% most deprived in the country when measured by the 
national indices of deprivation 2015. Three out of four of the LSOAs in the Ward are within the top 
20% most deprived nationally: Melcombe Regis Carlton Road, Town Centre and Park District. In 
addition 29% of the borough’s Housing Benefit claimants live in Melcombe Regis.

7.4 Crime 

The Ward is also subject to much higher Anti-social Behaviour Incidents and Total Crime when 
compared to the Borough, County, England & Wales. Total Crime has risen in the Ward over the past 
three years. And crime rates are also higher when compared to a selection of seaside resorts. 

The geographical distribution of crime and anti-social behaviour indicates particular areas of the 
Ward with very high numbers of these incidents - particularly around the railway station and in the 
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commercial heart of the town. 84% of all anti-social behavioural incidents that occur in the Ward are 
nuisance incidents, this figure is 10% higher than the proportion in Weymouth & Portland and 
Dorset as a whole where nuisance incidents are recorded as 75%. The greatest proportion of these 
are within the town centre. Levels of crime occurring in postcodes with HMOs are significant and 
those occurring in postcodes with ‘Welfare Check Properties’ are very high (over 1,000 incidents) 
and both have risen over the past three years.

The area has a much higher proportion of pubs, bars, clubs and restaurants than the other wards in 
the Borough – within the Ward the greatest concentration (87%) of these is within Melcombe Regis 
Town Centre. 

7.5 Community Satisfaction

Perception of the local area from residents, albeit from a survey in 2008, illustrates a ward where 
82% of residents are satisfied with the area as a place to live only slightly lower than for Weymouth 
as a whole. But there are particular concerns over anti-social behaviour and community safety, 
however, residents do feel that public services are trying to tackle the issue. The highest priorities 
for the residents in 2008 were affordable decent housing, levels of crime and clean streets.

Produced by Research and Policy, Dorset County Council, May 2017


